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Cincy
Storytellers
Brandon Swinehart speaks 
Wednesday night at The Carnegie in 
Covington about his life as an addict. 
He spent the majority of his youth 
addicted to illicit substances, 
including heroin, before spending 
time in prison and turning his life 
around to become a business owner. 
The Enquirer hosted more than 200 
guests at The Carnegie in the latest in 
its CincyStorytellers project: "Finding 
Hope: Addiction and Recovery." The 
program featured five speakers on the 
topic of heroin in the region.

»» To see a replay of the program, go to 
The Enquirer's Facebook page: 
www.facebook.com/Enquirer
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More lights, pleasel
It's time to wrap the tree, house, yard and everything 
in sight with Christmas lights. Enter to win a $50 
home improvement gift card. Entries accepted 
through Dec. 4 One winner will be selected on Dec 
5. Must be a current Xtras! member to be eligible

BECOME AN XTRAS! MEMBER. ENJOY THE BENEFITS
As a member, you'll enjoy special events, deals and 
other perks You'll be getting more value and fun out of 
your subscription with The Enquirer It's one more way 
we help you explore what's happening in Greater Cin­
cinnati and Northern Kentucky Cindnnati.com/Xtras
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In 1929, Bald Knob in South Fairmount had not yet been carved up to fill in the land for 
Union Terminal.

Bald Knob
For The Enquirer’s 175th anniver­

sary this year, we are digging into our 
archives to showcase historic pho­
tographs that capture the people, 
places, events and character of this 
community that we have chronicled 
and been a part of the past 175 years.

Bald Knob 
was never much 
to look at.

The South 
Fairmount hill 
near the Western 
Hills Viaduct has 
been carved up 

so many times over the years that The 
Enquirer wrote in 1939, ‘The hill was 
left bare, bald, graceless, and useless."

In 1929, the Union Terminal Co. 
had plans to cut down the hill and 
use the 9 million cubic yards of dirt 
to fill in the land for the new Union 
Terminal and rail yards.

Workmen found that the shale 
and limestone had to be blasted with 
dynamite, which upset the neigh­
bors. Then, in March 1930, debris 
from an errant explosion killed city 
inspector Amor C. Smith and by­
stander Gladys Gustafson, so the 
blasting was stopped.

The hacked-up hill remained an 
eyesore, but a good place to find 
trilobite fossils.

Will Radcliff, creator of Slush 
Puppie ice drinks, bought Bald Knob 
in 197S and built the company head­
quarters on top. The plant is now the 
Cincinnati-Hamilton County Region­
al Emergency Operations Center.

Jeff Suess

Milford fire levy may 
be on spring ballot
JEANNE HOUCK
JHOUCK@COMMUNITYPRESS COM

Milford residents may be asked 
next spring to renew a 12.5-mill fire 
levy for three years.

Milford City Council earlier this 
yefir declined the Milford Communi­
ty Fire Department’s request to put 
on the Nov. 8 ballot a 1-4-mill proper­
ty tax levy, which included renewal 
of the current 12.5-mill levy and an 
additional 1.5-mill new levy.

City Council instead referred the 
issue to its Safety Services Commit­
tee for further study and the fire 
department a private company with 
which Milford contracts subse­
quently scaled back its levy request.

The Safety Services Committee 
then agreed to refer the 12.5-mill levy 
proposal to Milford City Council.

The committee also agreed to 
recommend a new, two-year con­
tract in which the city would pay the 
Milford Community Fire Depart 
ment $1,675 million in 2017 and $1.7 
million in 2018 for fire-protect ion 
and emergency-medical services.

In addition, the Safety Services 
Committee would like to see the city be 
allowed to appoint a voting representa­
tive to the fire department board.

Milford City Council will at some 
date in the future yet to be decided 
discuss the proposed renewal levy 
;md two-year contract proposed, Mil­
ford Mayor I^iuric Howland said.

“It is important that the Milford 
Community Fire Department have the 
funds they need to operate in a manner 
fitting for the city," Howland said.

“The men and women who serve 
the Milford Community Fire De­
partment provide an invaluable 
service and are a vital pfirt of why 
our city is so great.

“At the same time councd, with the 
guidance of our city manager and 
finance director, needs to make sure 
they are managing taxpayer money 
wisely whde providing services and 
only increasing taxes when it is abso­
lutely necessary," Howland said.

Mark Baird, chief of the Milford 
Community Fire Department, has 
said the growing demand for ambu­
lance service is increasingly affect­
ing the fire department’s ability to 
provide effective fire protection.

Baird said at a Sfifety Services 
Committee meeting in September that 
the MUford Community Fire Depart­
ment can live with a renewal levy for 
now, although it will involve operating 
at a deficit that necessitates using its 
cash reserve.

“The department proposes that 
we will continue to maintain the 
exact staffing level we have in place 
since the beginning of 2016, which is 
minimum of six optimal seven on 
duty in the station in the years 2017, 
2018 and 2019,” Baird said.

“We urge the city as a depart­
ment however to prepare for the 
eventual need to staff an eighth 
firefighter position each day."

Baird also said the Milford Com­
munity Fire Department’s cash 
reserves are not only a rainy day 
fund, but a capital projects fund and 
the fire department expects some 
hefty upcoming capital expenses.
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