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Criminology, 
Patrol Cars Repl·ace 
Beat-Pounding 
BY BARBY TAYLOB 

Nine out of 10 Cincinnati 
policemen serve their whole 
careers on the force without . 
ever shooting at a crook. 

. The days of the flat.foot, 
. dumb•brave cop . are over. 
Criminology has mad~ a 
science out of police work. 

Walk an early morning beat 
""ith two of the city't last foot 
patrolmen and you see the old 
order changing. 

The men are Cbarlie May, 
.28, and Dan Cella. 28, with 
five years on tbe force be­
tu·een them. Charlie is au e"<• 
paratrooper, an., Dan · ,,·as in 
-the Na,-y. Both ..are ma.med. 
Their beat this morn.tug is No. 
121-•U blocks 1D the . West 
End. 

Their instructions from Sgt. 
Charlie Bradbury this · morn­
ing dealt With routirie: a store 
owner has complained that 
newsboys have -been building 
fires . to wax 1i1 thernsP.lves in 
his doon,..ay. (Warn them.) 

There may or may not · be 
a crap game in a certain cafe 
cellar. (In,.,·estigate.) One . of 
the night patrolmen has left 
his pass key stuck in the door 
of a school. (Pick up from 
janitor.) A 14-year-old boy in 
a gre~n sweater bas run a~•ay 
from home.. "· Escort i1im to 
Mama) 
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PATROLME."'l CHARLES . -~IAY, 1,RFT, A.."'-D DA..."l 
• • • the ·foot officer is · disappearing . 
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. ''Yov. _· won't see mi,ch action 
here,'' .sa)'"S Dan, as we ,va!k 
out of, the briefing at 7 a. m. 
''Things have been real quiet 

I Where Tax Dolla'rs Go 1 · a!1d move along. Maybe ne~ 
. time .•• 

Suppose . you· are riding one 1
1 

a . half-hour in the quadrant 
evening With. Car 202, out .. of ''Maybe he got c;.\t of t.l-te area 
District 2 ( shopping ·wstrict 1- before we started.'' · . . 
and upper Vine street). You I · ·. But · we · find out · the -next 
ride with pa tr o lni en· Ed · mo~g the . quadrant system 
Adams and Jerry Remer.. The- had worked after all 

' 

lately.'' • . · 

The other ·-iz · patrolmen -· on 
the _First · Relief this• morning 
step· ont of .the · station. house 
Into patrol ca.rs. It= tW"u$ 011t 
that Cella and May are the 
only patrolmen c,n foot do« n-

. tol'-n toda~• -(outside of traffic 
details). Beat-pouo4ing is a 
,~sblng art. 

Twenty .. two · foot patrols 
1 exist· on · paper, -but Cincir.na ti 

finds itself too · short of. police- . 
men . to man . them -all The 
city's around-the-clock pro­
tection comes now mainly 
from· 59 prowl car· patrols .. 

Foot patrolmen (the last 
police · horse was retired in · 
1924) report in to their dis-. 
tricts every hour from corner 
callboxes, some in service · 
since -· 1878. Radio cars keep 
in constant touch via · Sta-
tion X. · . 

nm Dan and Charlie poke along 

- -

E,reey. :year . Cinclnnatians 
spend millions of dollars for 
the most all-inciuslve service 
avai~able to them - covern .. 
ment. 
,~t do the dollars buy? 
This is another story· ex• 

plaining bow . a go,,.emmP.nt · 
,,·orks; . ·how . the ser'Vie!es . w& 
take for · gzanted are ~P­
plied; . hov,· the biggest •. busi­
ness in toKn is run. . ' ' 
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a bottle-strewn alley, jabbing 
· ,vith billie sticks· at the rear 
doors of sleeping dellca tes-

. sens . and lingerie shops, then · 
walk down . Fifth street trying 
front door knobs in the da'\\f"n 
light 

. . · They · look. for that crap 
game in the cafe cellar. 
There is no action,, but a 
jumble of g1een felt .in a 
comer suggests that the rat­
tle of Ivories here is not un­
known. The policemen smile 

i_ - --

• 

Dan stops to ticket a car. 
for overtime parking. From 
~Js · hat he unfolds · a .-list of 
delinquent license plates,. an~ 
this car is : on• it. He . phones 
for a to,v · truck. As it hap. 
pens, this is the closest he 
comes to catching a criminal ,, . ' ' ' ' a,, day. . 

At 8:45 a. m.. the foot. pa­
trol er1&s. Charlie May is· due 
iil . Police Court to·_ testify 
against · a citizen he . arrested 
for a saloon knitmg the \Veek 
before. Dan Cella · is · assigned · 
to a prowl car in place of an­
other patrolman detached · to 
direct traffic coming· off a 
bridge. , dis. 

From the cit.y's . seven .. 

· radio says: ''Signal Six. 1212 The bandit had· ducked· into 
Vine street. a doctor's office.'' ·. a hotel less than a block from 

· the crime. Later. ,vhen the 
Sigud SL\: l!i a. hold-up. This patrol . cars ,Yere gone. he 

means action for six cars. In- took a taxi . to 2nother hotel. 
eluding . 202. But the next ·_. police . sh' i f t 

. ·The h\·o neat"est r.ars · rush traced him thci·~ and arrested 
· : him in bed. ~ 

to .. the scene, get a quick , de- I 
scription .· of the band.it, a.,d , 
put his statistics on tht iadio. I 
Four other ca.rs begin c.mls-

Detectives take over from 
there. The lie · detector and 
fingerp:int fil6 do their work. 
The suspect admi~s four other 
hold-ups here and 11 In Cal­
if"orJJJa, The police are praised 

. · ing in square patterns a.ro11nd 
the robbery scene. ,vatehiog 
for. somebody . fjtfing this de­
scription heading: otrt. I on page one of the newspaper. 

1 Criminology baa conquered 
• aga•o. trict headquarters:- · the ca~ The · patrol ~ars move into 

tains and sergeants shift· their ~ghter · and tighter quadrants 
patrolmen· like che!.S1t1en. · around the · center. The cars 

• ''\Var-plans'' e:<lst to respond pin bandits do\vn. wrjle po.. , 
to a11y crime an)'\Vhere. There I licemen · on foot searcl1 door 
are signals \vhich flash. move- to · door. 

Meanwhile, fiom District 
1, Pa tr o 1 men · Dan Cella 
and Charlie May set ,out once­
again on their toot beat, un­
publicized, a disappearing ment into a dozen slow-pa- ''Maybe it didn't wo1·k to-

t1-olling can:. hight.'' says Ed Adams. after breed. · 
• • 
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